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| Decommissioning Your Digital Vault |

The Complete Protocol for Securing Your Android Device Before Sale
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Handing Years of Identity Data to a Stranger

The E-Waste Surge

Massive 2025-2026 spike in
refurbished device sales driven by
carrier trade-ins.
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- [CRITICAL ADVISORY] ~

Your old phone is a goldmine of
identity data. We must ensure

it is an empty vault before you
hand it over.
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The Financial Reality of a Factory Reset

The Failed Trade-In The Flawless Trade-In
(Carrier Rejected) (Value Maximized)
Accc?uunchslt:atuy Left logged in (FRP Locked) a Manually removed E
Physical Trays Forgotten 128GB MicroSD inside Empty and cleaned

—

Screen State | Stuck on ‘Verify previous owner’s PIN’ | Factory ‘Hello’ initialization screen

Buyer

Experience Phone is a brick. Refund demanded. Immediate activation ready.

\,

Major carriers actively reject and return devices with anti-theft locks engaged,
costing consumers hundreds of dollars in lost trade-in value.
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Secure External Assets Before Proceeding

<

[ CRITICAL RRNOATOR ]

[SYNE‘. STATUS: COMPLETE :|

Cloud Sync

Force a final sync for all cloud
platforms, including Google Photos
and WhatsApp chat backups.

[LAET SYNC: 0s ﬁGl‘.'.'l:]

[WARMNG-‘I’ELLDWJ

2FA & Authenticator

Export Google Authenticator codes
to your new device. Losing these
locks you out of your own digital life.

/N [CRITICAL EXPORT REQUIRED] |

[INFC—“TEQL]

Physical Media

Locate your ejector tool. Prepare to
physically extract hardware trays
prior to the software wipe.

[% PHYSICAL EXTRACTION PENDING :|

A%

[DAH GER-RED HERRED :]

Account Sync (FRP)

The most critical step. Disarm the
device's anti-theft traps before
initiating the final reset.

[ CRITICAL SECURITY RISk ] [E, FRP DISARMAMENT: INCUMF‘LETE]
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The Factory Reset Protection (FRP) Trap
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TECHNICAL DIAGNOSTIC
DIAGNOSTIC BADGES]

- —

[Danger-Red] _\\
User ignores
Settings and uses
the Recovery Menu.

[Danger-Red]

[Warning-Yellow |

System detects
unauthorized wipe.

e

[Path A]

Time to

Wipe Phone

[Tech-Blue] [Success-Green]

- "1‘ i y

User follows
protocol to System gracefully
Tech-Blue manually remove disables FRP.
accounts first.
e ———
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[Danger-Red]

FRP Lock

[Danger-Red]

Engaged. -\

[Danger-Red]

Result:
Bricked

Buyer gets
“Verify previous
PIN" screen.

Phone

e

[Tech-Blue]

Standard
software wipe
executed.

®

| Success-Green |

Result:
Approved
Trade-In

2 | 8 2

[Info-Teal]

Context: Introduced in Android 5.1 to deter
thieves, FRP ruins legitimate device sales if
the manual sign-out step is skipped.
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SECURE TERMINAL BLUEPRINT LIGHT EDITION

Manually Disconnect Your Identity

[FRP LOCK:
DISENGAGED]

[MANUAL DISCONMNECTION PROTOCOL] ]

L

( CTeCH-BLUE] )

1. Navigate to Settings >
Passwords & accounts.

( [oANGER-RED] ]

2. Tap your primary Google and
Samsung profiles.

[ [SuCCESS-GREEN]

3. Select ‘Remove Account’ and
confirm with your device PIN.
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Extracting Physical Memory SIM Card

Contains your active network

SECURE TERMINAL S
[ BLUEPRINT vIGHT EDITION ---------------------------------------------------- o ldE"tlt‘f and phune number.
* Must be removed to prevent
network hijacking.
MicroSD Card
Often holds up to 1TB of

unencrypted personal photos and
documents. Software resets do
not reliably wipe external SD cards.

[ HARDWARE SAFETY PROTOCOL: Ensure device is fully powered down before inserting the ejector tool to prevent partition corruption. ]
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r Executing the Factory Reset

| SRV SRS LIGHT EDITION J
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[ COMMAND MODULE ]

[ WARNING-YELLOW ]

)

1 Open
Settings

[ coMMAND MODULE ]

2

=

Scroll to
System

E

=

e

[ COMMAND MODULE |

3

Select
Reset
Options

1

=

15

4

[ DANGER-RED |

-

Tap Erase

All Data

(Factory Reset)

PRE-CONDITION REQUIRED: Ensure your battery is at least 50% or
connected to continuous power. A dead battery during a cryptographic
wipe will cause severe firmware corruption.
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The Evolution of Data Destruction

The Era of Deletion (Pre-2015)

0

Available

Mechanism:

Files were merely marked as "available 2’ [ DANGER-RED:
space” by the operating system. A DATA RECOVERY IMMINENT

Vulnerability:

Security researchers easily recovered thousands
of private photos from used phones using basic,
cheap software.

|

— T -—-—r"”.

Mechanism: @ " SUCCESS-GREEN:

Mandatory Hardware-Backed Encryption
encodes all user data by default.

. [ INFO-TEAL:
Security: o @ | NATHENATICAL PERMANENCE |

A factory reset instantly throws away the
cryptographic key. Leftover data becomes permanent,
mathematically unsolvable gibberish.

KEY DESTRUCTION VERLFIED
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Why Data Recovery is Mathematically Impossible

[ COMMAND MODULE ]
Master Key Destruction

[ COMMAND MODULE ]
Android File-Based Encryption

“A factory reset today doesn’t painstakingly delete every file. Instead, it destroys
the master encryption key. Without that key, your gigabytes of personal data
instantly become an unsolvable mathematical puzzle.”

— Senior Mobile Cybersecurity Analyst
T ————— -
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Anatomy of a Factory-Fresh Device

Hardware Check

SIM and SD trays are verified
empty and physically clear.

o

SUCCESS-GREEN :
Software Check [ SETUP UNLOCKED ]

Device boots directly to initial setup
without halting to ask for a
previous owner's PIN.

»

Cryptographic Check |

o

[ SUCCESS-GREEN :

KEY DESTRUCTION CONFIRMED ]

Master key destroyed. The

underlying storage space is now
entirely randomized gibberish.
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[ SECURE TERMINAL BLUEPRINT LIGHT EDITION ]

Maximum Value, Zero Anxiety

Peace of mind achieved. By properly executing a cryptographic factory reset and removing physical
media, your device is ready for the secondary market—and your identity remains exclusively yours.

FINAL PROTOCOL: Sanitize the physical screen and ports, seal the box, and ship with absolute confidence.
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