Downgrade App: '

Keep Your Data on Android

The 2026 Expert Blueprint for Rootless System Rollbacks

@® STATUS: OVERRIDE_READY




Escaping broken updates requires a system-level override.

Standard uninstallation destroys your /data/data directory (local saves, logins, settings).
To revert safely, we must bypass Android's standard package manager protocols.

Restored Version
Data Intact

Active

LN N
adb install -d -r —> Shizuku Data REEalﬂEd
100%
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Android’s architecture inherently
rejects version code regressions.

Android Security Sandbox

&

Older APK
Payload

ap:

/data/data

(User Configurations & Saves)

200

"Typically, Android does not permit
installing an older version over a
newer one. Fortunately, the system

package manager has a secret flag
that... instructs the Android 0S to
allow an older version... while

keeping the data.”
— Enterprise Mobility Experts
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Two package manager flags are the keys to bypassing the sandbox.

Anatomy of a Command

: The Version Override:

The Delivery Vector: Specifically instructs the OS to
Interfaces with the Android “Allow Downgrade”, bypassing
Package Manager (pm). the VERSION_DOWNGRADE block.

adb 1nstall -d -r app.apk

L |J
The Data Shield: Crucial. The Payload:
Instructs the system to "Replace The strictly verified
Existing" application code while leaving older version file.
the local /data folder untouched.
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The Downgrade Trinity: A 3-phase execution framework.

Pillar 1:

Secure the Payload

Source untouched,
cryptographically
signed bundles from
trusted archives.

Pillar 2:
Force the Override

Inject the -d and -r
flags via PC (ADB) or
On-Device (Shizuku).

Pillar 3:
Lock the Vault

Sever the app's
connection to Play
Store auto-updates
to prevent immediate
reversion.
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Pillar 1: Payload verification is non-negotiable.

(o0 gie Download AppMame APK ¥ & ® Q
Donied APk S N
ravoman @ resomowa
el e N
Premium Unlocked API-:i (7]
The Risk The Standard
Search engine results are flooded with modified Rely exclusively on repositories like APKMirror.
APKs containing malware. Installing tampered They verify cryptographic signatures against
payloads with system-level overrides original developer keys, ensuring the older APK
compromises device integrity. is 1T00% untouched.
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Pillar 2: Choose your override vector.

: Tech Skill
?
Method App Target PC Required- L abel
Settings Pre-installed
Rollback System Apps W -OW
ADB PC Downloaded Yes Medium
Sideload User Apps (USB-C)

2026

Shizuku Downloaded No duarcad Recommended

Rootless User Apps (On-Device) Method

& NotebookLM



Vector 1: Reverting pre-installed system apps via Settings.

rﬁ;—r O v4 I:i\‘ /I/;,: O r’ff_ \
< App Info Q, < App Info
@ Camera ( Camera
Version 14.2.03-28 g Version 14.2.03-28
Open Force stop Open . Force stop Uninstall Updates
Storage ’ » Storage » Replace this app with |!
‘ . ) y the factory version? All
data will be removed.
Data Data
l: ; Cancel
Battery Battery
Permissions Permissions
{ 1. Locate System App ] [ 2. Tap Overflow Menu ] [ 3. Confirm Reversion

Caveat: Unlike ADB/Shizuku, this native method will clear data for the specific
A system app. It only rolls back to the factory-shipped version, not a specific
intermediate update.




Vector 2: The traditional PC method via ADB sideloading.

> adb install -0 -T app . apKk
Success

. Install Android SDK Platform Tools on PC.

. Enable 'USB Debugging’ in Android Developer Options.

. Connect via USB-C and open terminal in the Platform Tools folder.
. Execute the override command.
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Vector 3: The Rootless On-Device Revolution

{Nude 1) s {Nude 2}

Pre-2018: 2018-2023: 2024-2026:
Titanium Backup > ADB Terminal Shizuku
(Root Required) (PC Required) (Rootless On-Device)

()

O

Wireless Shizuku System API
Debugging Core Access
(Localhost Network) (Helper Apps)

By leveraging local Wireless Debugging, Shizuku tricks the Android OS into granting
ADB-level package manager privileges directly on the phone, severing the need for a PC.
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Executing the Shizuku downgrade entirely on-device

: D /’ 2 & _ N
Stepl™ Pair Step 2: Grant Step 3: Trigger
Shizuku Permissions Package Manager
r/';r ® v lq’\ r(' O vd |1:’\
| : :’:’@F ;I:_.. I' i target_app_downgrade.apk
Wireless Debugging () g e =i
gs:ﬂﬁgei Authorized apps Allow Downgrade
Wireless ;
Debugging T | Q1 fﬂﬁ:ﬁ:dﬂls 3 ' Replace Existing
CANCEL  PAIR
Translating flags: -d, -r
J e J - J

Helper apps translate the -d and -r command line flags
into a simple graphical interface on your phone.
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Pillar 3: Lock the vault by severing auto-updates.

{ 12:34 ‘I'

<  Google P Menen app

Downloads
Sec
Secul Enable auto update 4"
Contr 1

- Settings

vir }

WARNING: If you do not
explicitly disable
auto-updates for your
newly downgraded app,

the Play Store will
quietly reinstall the
unwanted version Uninstall
overnight.

About this app

This must be done on a per-app basis.

Global auto-update settings do not LA
guarantee protection for sidelined
packages.

What's new
Last updated's app




Troubleshooting: Bypassing advanced deployment failures.

IF: The app is distributed
as an ‘App Bundle’
(multiple split

split APKs). Standard
install fails.

=

IF: Target API Strictness.
Terminal returns
INSTALL_FAILED_DEPRECATED_S
DK_VERSION.

—

THEN: Download Split APKs
Installer (SAI). Route SAI's
installation method through
Shizuku within SAI's settings
to process the split payload
with downgrade flags intact.

THEN: Append the --bypass-low-
target-sdk-block flag to the
very end of your ADB command
string to force legacy

code execution.
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System sovereignty restored.

App downgrading is no longer restricted to rooted >>|
devices. By mastering the Package Manager’s override

flags via ADB or Shizuku, you retain absolute control
over your device’s UI, features, and local data.
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exit // Session Terminated Successfully
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